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CHRIST: GOD'S BIG PICTURE
Song of Solomon 1:1-4, 2:8-17
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Christ: God's Big Picture
 
 

Song of Solomon 1:1-4, 2:8-17
 

1:1-4
She

1 The Song of Songs, which is Solomon's.
2 Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth!

For your love is better than wine;
3     your anointing oils are fragrant;

your name is oil poured out;
    therefore virgins love you.

4 Draw me after you; let us run.
The king has brought me into his chambers.

 
Others

We will exult and rejoice in you;
    we will extol your love more than wine;

    rightly do they love you.
 

2:8-17
She

8 The voice of my beloved!
    Behold, he comes,

leaping over the mountains,
    bounding over the hills.

9 My beloved is like a gazelle
    or a young stag.

Behold, there he stands
    behind our wall,

gazing through the windows,
    looking through the lattice.
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10 My beloved speaks and says to me:
“Arise, my love, my beautiful one,

    and come away,
11 for behold, the winter is past;

    the rain is over and gone.
12 The flowers appear on the earth,

    the time of singing has come,
and the voice of the turtledove

    is heard in our land.
13 The fig tree ripens its figs,

    and the vines are in blossom;
    they give forth fragrance.

Arise, my love, my beautiful one,
    and come away.

14 O my dove, in the clefts of the rock,
    in the crannies of the cliff,

let me see your face,
    let me hear your voice,
for your voice is sweet,

    and your face is lovely.
15 Catch the foxes for us,

    the little foxes
that spoil the vineyards,

    for our vineyards are in blossom.”
16 My beloved is mine, and I am his;

    he grazes among the lilies.
17 Until the day breathes
    and the shadows flee,

turn, my beloved, be like a gazelle
    or a young stag on cleft mountains.

~~~
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This week we begin a new series in the Song of Solomon. Other than Revelation, this is
perhaps the most misunderstood book of the Bible. Therefore, we must be very careful
how we interpret each section of the book.

Here are a few tips to help us along the way:

- It’s poetry.  So read it like poetry not prose. Not everything is literal. Not EVERYTHING has
hidden figurative language. The language is meant to evoke emotion, not endless
speculation on the meaning underneath every leaf or rock.

- It’s a song.  Notice that it is the SONG of songs…not SONGS of songs. In other words, this
is meant to be read as ONE song.  To rightly understand this book we must read it as a
whole.

- It’s in the Bible.  We must allow Biblical Theology to speak into how this book contributes
to the overall narrative of the Bible.  What’s the big story of the Bible?  How does this book
give voice to that big story?

- It’s short.  I suggest you read it through without stopping two times.  The first time read it
as a love story between a man and a women who become husband and wife. The second
time read it as a love story between Jesus and the church that anticipates the wedding
feast of Revelation 19. Then go back and read it slow trying to enjoy the little words of
encouragement that you will hear afresh each time.

- It’s complicated.  If you have an idea that stems from the book then check that idea with
the Bible as a whole. Is that idea or truth proclaimed in the law or epistles? Do the Psalms
repeat or clarify this idea? Do the prophets or gospel speak to this truth? If not, then most
likely it’s imagination not inspiration of the Holy Spirit. We must always ask, what's the
intended meaning of God as He inspired the writer of Song of Solomon.
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- It’s a love story.  As you read this love story you will be tempted to add your own cultural
understanding of love into the story.  Every culture has an idea of what it means to be male
or female or what it means to be a husband or wife or what is appropriate and inappropriate
in “love and war”.  As much as possible try to read it with a Biblical lens of manhood and
womanhood, love, and marital roles.

- It's erotic.  Some of the language present vivid images of love making. Be careful not to
allow your mind to wander into unhealthy places.  Don't read this book as a voyeur. Heed the
repeated words of the bride: Song of Solomon 2:7 - I adjure you, O daughters of Jerusalem,
by the gazelles or the does of the field, that you not stir up or awaken love until it pleases.

- It’s God’s message to you. It doesn’t matter if you’re male or female, married or single,
young or old, widowed or divorced, seeking love or shunning love, this is a book for you. 

As you read this book with the help of the Holy Spirit your eyes will be opened to hear and
encounter God.  May He stir up your love for Him and for one another through this song of all
songs.

 
Song of Solomon 8:6-7

6 Set me as a seal upon your heart,
as a seal upon your arm,

for love is strong as death,
jealousy is fierce as the grave.
Its flashes are flashes of fire,
the very flame of the LORD.

7 Many waters cannot quench love,
neither can floods drown it.

If a man offered for love
all the wealth of his house,

he would be utterly despised.

In Him,
Pastor TJ  
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1.  What is your favorite love story and why?

2.  Take some time as a group to go over the background of the book Song of
Solomon.

3.  Read Song of Solomon 2:8-9, 14, 4:9-10, 6:4-5, 2:10, 13, 4:8, 3:11, 4:1-5. 
 Take some time to discuss Solomon’s love for his bride.  How does this speak
to us about God’s great love for us today?  

4.  What New Testament parallels do you find with Jesus’ love for the church
and Solomon’s love for his bride?

5.  What are some reasons people doubt God’s love for them and how can we
stand firm and resolute in His unconditional love for us?

6.  In what ways has God demonstrated His great love for us both in Scripture
and in your present circumstance?

7.  Read Song of Solomon 1:5-6, 4:7, Ephesians 5:25-27.  Discuss the reality
of us being sinners and saints at the same time.  

8.  What are some false identities you have had about yourself and how does
Jesus’ love help reshape how you view yourself?

Seal upon your heart
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9.  Read Song of Solomon 2:16, 6:3, 7:10.  Discuss what it means for you to
be Christ’s and for Christ to be yours.  What New Testament verses help
develop your thoughts?

10.  In what ways does the Shulamite meditate on Solomon’s love?  In what
ways can we meditate on Jesus’ love for us?

11.  Read Song of Solomon 1:15-16, 2:2-3 and discuss the call and response
of love.  What does that look like for us as Christians?

12.  Take some time to list out attributes of God (communicable and
incommunicable) and how this can increase your love for Jesus.

13.  How does the third party in this song help or hinder the bride’s relationship
with Solomon?  

14.  Can you share some examples when people have increased or decreased
your love for God?

15.  How do you find a right balance of being in the world and not of the world
(having Christian and non-Christian friends)?

16.  Give some examples of the love tension in this song and how the bride
seeks to resolve it.

Seal upon your heart
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17.  Have you ever felt as if God were distant?  If so, what did you do?

18.  Read Song of Solomon 5:2-3 and Revelation 3:20.  What excuses does
the Shulamite give for not answering Solomon?  What excuses do we give for
not answering God’s knock?  If possible give examples in your own life or the
life of others.

19.  Read Song of Solomon 2:15.  What are some little foxes that can spoil our
love with Jesus and how do we “catch” them?  

20.  End your time together by reading Song of Solomon 8:14 and Revelation
22:17, 20-21 and allow the passage to inform your ending prayer.

Seal upon your heart



End your time together by reflecting on the goodness of God and praying for
one another.  
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Prayer & Praise

Prayer Requests

Praise Reports

Seal upon your heart


