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A  S T U D Y

June 26 - July 31

on the book of Song of Solomon



Use it as a personal devotion throughout the week.  If you take a few
questions a day then you will have worked through all of the questions in a
week.

As a small group leader, preview the questions and select the ones that
you believe are most applicable to your group.

Use these questions as a beginning point for discussion.  Don’t feel the
need to answer all the questions.  As you ask a question it is very likely
that it will spark other discussion on the text (interpretation or application)
that is not included in this guide…how exciting!  This is great news
because it means YOU are making connections and seeking to understand
the text better in your own contextual setting.

If you have any questions or wish to discuss these themes further, please
feel free to reach out to the church leadership. We would love to hear from
you.

Our goal in writing these discussion questions is two-fold.  We hope to
encourage orthodoxy (right thinking) and orthopraxy (right living). Some
questions focus on the exegetical work of the text while other questions focus
on the practical application of the text.  

We always write more questions than time allows.  Here are a few suggestions
for how to use the guide:

N O T E  T O  L E A D E R S  
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CHRIST: GOD'S BIG PICTURE
Song of Solomon 1:1-4, 2:8-17
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Christ: God's Big Picture
 
 

Song of Solomon 1:1-4, 2:8-17
 

1:1-4
She

1 The Song of Songs, which is Solomon's.
2 Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth!

For your love is better than wine;
3     your anointing oils are fragrant;

your name is oil poured out;
    therefore virgins love you.

4 Draw me after you; let us run.
The king has brought me into his chambers.

 
Others

We will exult and rejoice in you;
    we will extol your love more than wine;

    rightly do they love you.
 

2:8-17
She

8 The voice of my beloved!
    Behold, he comes,

leaping over the mountains,
    bounding over the hills.

9 My beloved is like a gazelle
    or a young stag.

Behold, there he stands
    behind our wall,

gazing through the windows,
    looking through the lattice.
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Christ: God's Big Picture
 
 

10 My beloved speaks and says to me:
“Arise, my love, my beautiful one,

    and come away,
11 for behold, the winter is past;

    the rain is over and gone.
12 The flowers appear on the earth,

    the time of singing has come,
and the voice of the turtledove

    is heard in our land.
13 The fig tree ripens its figs,

    and the vines are in blossom;
    they give forth fragrance.

Arise, my love, my beautiful one,
    and come away.

14 O my dove, in the clefts of the rock,
    in the crannies of the cliff,

let me see your face,
    let me hear your voice,
for your voice is sweet,

    and your face is lovely.
15 Catch the foxes for us,

    the little foxes
that spoil the vineyards,

    for our vineyards are in blossom.”
16 My beloved is mine, and I am his;

    he grazes among the lilies.
17 Until the day breathes
    and the shadows flee,

turn, my beloved, be like a gazelle
    or a young stag on cleft mountains.

~~~
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Christ: God's Big Picture
This week we begin a new series in the Song of Solomon. Other than Revelation, this is
perhaps the most misunderstood book of the Bible. Therefore, we must be very careful
how we interpret each section of the book.

Here are a few tips to help us along the way:

- It’s poetry.  So read it like poetry not prose. Not everything is literal. Not EVERYTHING has
hidden figurative language. The language is meant to evoke emotion, not endless
speculation on the meaning underneath every leaf or rock.

- It’s a song.  Notice that it is the SONG of songs…not SONGS of songs. In other words, this
is meant to be read as ONE song.  To rightly understand this book we must read it as a
whole.

- It’s in the Bible.  We must allow Biblical Theology to speak into how this book contributes
to the overall narrative of the Bible.  What’s the big story of the Bible?  How does this book
give voice to that big story?

- It’s short.  I suggest you read it through without stopping two times.  The first time read it
as a love story between a man and a women who become husband and wife. The second
time read it as a love story between Jesus and the church that anticipates the wedding
feast of Revelation 19. Then go back and read it slow trying to enjoy the little words of
encouragement that you will hear afresh each time.

- It’s complicated.  If you have an idea that stems from the book then check that idea with
the Bible as a whole. Is that idea or truth proclaimed in the law or epistles? Do the Psalms
repeat or clarify this idea? Do the prophets or gospel speak to this truth? If not, then most
likely it’s imagination not inspiration of the Holy Spirit. We must always ask, what's the
intended meaning of God as He inspired the writer of Song of Solomon.
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Christ: God's Big Picture
- It’s a love story.  As you read this love story you will be tempted to add your own cultural
understanding of love into the story.  Every culture has an idea of what it means to be male
or female or what it means to be a husband or wife or what is appropriate and inappropriate
in “love and war”.  As much as possible try to read it with a Biblical lens of manhood and
womanhood, love, and marital roles.

- It's erotic.  Some of the language present vivid images of love making. Be careful not to
allow your mind to wander into unhealthy places.  Don't read this book as a voyeur. Heed the
repeated words of the bride: Song of Solomon 2:7 - I adjure you, O daughters of Jerusalem,
by the gazelles or the does of the field, that you not stir up or awaken love until it pleases.

- It’s God’s message to you. It doesn’t matter if you’re male or female, married or single,
young or old, widowed or divorced, seeking love or shunning love, this is a book for you. 

As you read this book with the help of the Holy Spirit your eyes will be opened to hear and
encounter God.  May He stir up your love for Him and for one another through this song of all
songs.

 
Song of Solomon 8:6-7

6 Set me as a seal upon your heart,
as a seal upon your arm,

for love is strong as death,
jealousy is fierce as the grave.
Its flashes are flashes of fire,
the very flame of the LORD.

7 Many waters cannot quench love,
neither can floods drown it.

If a man offered for love
all the wealth of his house,

he would be utterly despised.

In Him,
Pastor TJ  



Discussion Questions
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There are two main characters set in a historical context: 

At a deeper level it is the story of Everyman and Everywoman.  

1.  What is your favorite love story and why?
Various.  This question is simply an ice breaker to prepare us for the
discussion of love.  

2.  Take some time as a group to go over the background of the book Song of
Solomon.
The sermon mentioned several things:

Solomon and the Shulammite in Jerusalem and the surrounding countryside
when Solomon was King of a united Israel.  This is a story about love between
a man and a woman who eventually become husband and wife.  

It’s not just Solomon’s song, but it is OUR song…or at least God is
encouraging us to make this ideal relationship our own. 
The name Solomon has as its root, “Shalom”  Peace.  And in 6:13 the woman
is referred to as, Shulammite, which is a feminine form of Solomon, which
again means, “Shalom”.  Here is a man and a woman who are empty of
everything that shouldn’t be in them and filled with everything that should be in
them.  As a man He is fully Shalom.  As a woman she is fully Shalom.  And
together their Shalom extends out into the community, the KINGDOM, for He is
the King and she is the Princess who rules over their people in perfect Shalom,
creating a world of Shalom through their love.  
So there’s an invitation for us to grow into a fully Shalom man or woman. 
 Because all of scripture is God-breathed and profitable it’s a book for the
married and the single, for the widowed and divorced, for the young and the
old, for those looking for love and those running from love.  It’s for us all.

Seal upon your heart
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A warning of the erotic nature of the book.  

It is a story of God’s love for His people (the Church).  

 I say it because of what this book is.  It’s poetry and therefore must
be read as poetry.  Poetry deals in the world of symbols, metaphors,
similes, analogies, and allegory.  Poetry almost always acts on two
levels…the literal and figurative meaning.  It’s to be read with both in
mind.  Yes it’s Solomon and his bride, but it’s also God and HIS Bride. 
I say it because of where this book is.  It’s in the Bible and therefore it
has to be read in that light.  What is the story of the Bible?  From
Genesis to Revelation it is a story of God’s love for His people.  This
book is no different.  If this is not about God’s love for us then it would
stand utterly apart from the other 65 books in the Bible.  As it stands it
uniquely contributes to the big story of how God is redeeming us from
our sin to be in relationship with Him forever.  

2.  Take some time as a group to go over the background of the book Song of
Solomon.
(cont'd)

How do we appropriately read and discuss this book?  

This is a story of the ultimate love relationship between God and His church. 
 And I say that for several reasons:

Seal upon your heart
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I say it because of who is in this book. Solomon. It’s no accident that
the SONG of SONGS portrays Solomon as the ultimate lover. Solomon
plays a very important role in the Biblical story. In 1 Kings 4 and 2
Samuel 7, a promise was made to David…your SON will sit on the
throne forever and will be the promised Messiah that restores true
SHALOM to the world. Solomon is depicted in the Old and New
Testament as a picture of the coming Messiah. And so in a very real
sense, when we read about Solomon’s love for the Shulammite, we are
reading about Jesus’ love for us. Jesus Himself, in Matthew 12, calls
himself the true and better Solomon. 
I say it because of how the main character in this book is
portrayed…as both King and Shepherd.  Solomon was certainly a
King, but there is no indication that he was a shepherd.  Again, it’s
poetry so the language doesn’t have to be literal…Solomon is like a
King in that He rules in justice and like a shepherd in that he cares,
pursues, and protects this Shulammite.  But I do think it’s important for
us to consider that God often refers to HIMSELF as both KING and
SHEPHERD.  I think the usage of both in this book is an indication for
us to interpret the story as God’s love over us.

2.  Take some time as a group to go over the background of the book Song of
Solomon.
(cont'd)

Seal upon your heart
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I say it because the Old Testament is constantly representing
God’s love to His people through a marriage. 

It takes place in Exodus as God is seen as the jealous husband
who enters into a covenant with His bride.  
It’s seen in Isaiah 54 as the prophet reminds Israel, “Your husband
is your maker.”  
It’s displayed in Jeremiah 2 as God declares, “I remember your
love as a bride.”  
It’s pictured in Ezekiel 16, with language VERY similar to Song of
Solomon.  One section makes it clear that God is entering into a
marriage relationship with Israel: “When I passed by you again and
saw you, behold, you were at the age for love, and I spread the
corner of my garment over you and covered your nakedness; I
made my vow to you and entered into a covenant with you,
declares the Lord God, and you became mine.”  
It’s seen in Hosea where the husband Hosea becomes a picture
for God and Gomer the wife becomes a picture for Israel.  

I could go on with more examples, but I hope you get the point. The
main metaphor God uses to express His love toward us is a marriage,
so it makes sense to see this book as the ultimate metaphor. The
metaphor of metaphors.

2.  Take some time as a group to go over the background of the book Song of
Solomon.
(cont'd)

Seal upon your heart
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I say it because the New Testament continues this marriage image
as it pictures Jesus as the bridegroom and the church as the bride. 
 Matthew 9, 25; John 3; 2 Corinthians 11; Revelation 19, 21, 22.  
I say it because of Ephesians 5:31-32 - 31 "Therefore a man shall
leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall
become one flesh." 32 This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it
refers to Christ and the church.
I say it because Paul teaches us to take parts of the Old Testament
allegorically (Gal. 4:24) and Jesus (Luke 24:44) teaches us to interpret
all of Scripture as pointing to Him.
The majority of ancient rabbis and early church fathers took this book
to be about God’s love toward His people. There is a great precedence
to take this book allegorically.  

A second warning – don’t over interpret this book.  Let poetry be
poetry.  There isn’t hidden meaning behind every word.  Not every part of
the story is meant to be a one to one parallel between us and God.  

2.  Take some time as a group to go over the background of the book Song of
Solomon.
(cont'd)

Seal upon your heart
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Too often we forget to meditate upon how much God loves us. This love
poem gives us an image of a man madly in love longing to be with the one
he loves. This is certainly a good reminder for us as to the heart of God
towards His covenant people.  Here are a few things to note:

God enjoys hearing our voice.
God receives great joy from us.
God is captivated by us.
God pursues us.  He is the initiator of this relationship.  
God is continually inviting us to “come away” with Him.

Solomon leaps over mountains to get to his bride.  Jesus leaps over galaxies
to get to his bride. He became flesh to be near us.
Solomon continually says, “come away with me”. Jesus uses this same
language with His disciples. His main way of calling a disciple was to come
follow me.
Solomon’s heart was gladdened by his bride. Jesus teaches that God is
joyful when a sinner repents.
Solomon is described as both King and Shepherd. Jesus is described as
both King (the Kingdom is at Hand) and Shepherd (I am the good shepherd).
The song speaks of jealous love. God describes Himself as a jealous God.
Solomon sees his bride as without any flaw. Jesus describes the church as
without blemish (because of His cleansing us through His work on the
cross).

3.  Read Song of Solomon 2:8-9, 14, 4:9-10, 6:4-5, 2:10, 13, 4:8, 3:11, 4:1-5. 
 Take some time to discuss Solomon’s love for his bride.  How does this speak
to us about God’s great love for us today?  

4.  What New Testament parallels do you find with Jesus’ love for the church
and Solomon’s love for his bride?

Seal upon your heart
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Meditate on the cross.  The cross is the ultimate display of the love of God.  
For God so LOVED the world He gave His son.  A rereading of the gospels
can often reorient our heart to see and experiences God’s love afresh.
Sit and listen to how God speaks to you and about you.  The Song of
Solomon is a great way of reminding ourselves of God’s love.  Read and
reread until it seeps into our heart.
Stay in community.  It is the community of faith that often times God uses
to help us experience His love.

In Scripture focus on the stories of God’s patience. God’s sorrow over
humanity.  God’s provision for people who rejected Him.  
For your present life think of the great gifts that He has given you.  Perhaps
you don’t have everything you want, but I am sure that there are signs of
His love in your life.

5.  What are some reasons people doubt God’s love for them and how can we
stand firm and resolute in His unconditional love for us?
Various answers including experience, suffering, disappointments, deeming
oneself unworthy of love, wrong teaching about God or wrong reading of the
scriptures (forgetting to balance truth and grace).

6.  In what ways has God demonstrated His great love for us both in Scripture
and in your present circumstance?
Various.  

Seal upon your heart
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This is a tension we must hold.  
If we ignore our sinfulness then we are prone to “sin that grace may
abound.”  We don’t fight for holiness, “without which no one will see the
Lord.”  
But if we ignore our sainthood then we live miserable dejected lives.  We
become people who try to please God and earn favor with God and never
enjoy a friendship with God.   
Tim Keller helps sum up this tension well:  The gospel is this: We are more
sinful and flawed in ourselves than we ever dared believe, yet at the very
same time we are more loved and accepted in Jesus Christ than we ever
dared hope.”

The bride in the Song could have allowed culture to define her beauty and
worth.  I’m dark therefore I am not beautiful.  But instead she listens to
Solomon’s voice, the one person whose opinion truly matters.  
Here are some lies we might tell our self. I’m no good (Jesus says I am a
new creation).  I’m too sinful for God to love me (Jesus says I have
cleansed you from all unrighteousness).  I can’t overcome this sin…I will
always be this way (Jesus says no temptation overcomes you without a
way of escape).  Etc. 

7.  Read Song of Solomon 1:5-6, 4:7, Ephesians 5:25-27.  Discuss the reality
of us being sinner and saint at the same time.  

8.  What are some false identities you have had about yourself and how does
Jesus’ love help reshape how you view yourself?

Seal upon your heart
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There is great security in our love with Jesus.  He will never leave us or
forsake us.  We will never do anything to separate us from the love of God.  
Verses for further exploration would be all the Union with Christ verses (in
Christ or Christ in us) - 1 Cor.3:23,  6:19-20, John 15.

Taking time each day to read from the Bible and hear how He describes
us. 
Taking an attribute of God and meditating upon it throughout the day. 
Listening to songs that make much of Jesus (focus on Jesus centered
songs).  
Practice journaling about God.

9.  Read Song of Solomon 2:16, 6:3, 7:10.  Discuss what it means for you to
be Christ’s and for Christ to be yours.  What New Testament verses help
develop your thoughts?

10.  In what ways does the Shulammite meditate on Solomon’s love?  In what
ways can we meditate on Jesus’ love for us?
The Shulammite takes time to sit and think about Solomon.  She goes slowly
over who he is and what he has done and how he makes her feel.  We can do
the same with Jesus:  

11.  Read Song of Solomon 1:15-16, 2:2-3 and discuss the call and response
of love.  What does that look like for us as Christians?
As Solomon expresses his love for the Shulammite she naturally responds to
what he has said by using her own words.  Notice that Solomon calls her a lily
and she calls him an apple tree.  As you listen to God speak of you, then take
time to use your own words to respond to God.  

Seal upon your heart
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Infinite
Personal
Life Giver 
Life Sustainer
Self-Existent
Self-Sufficient
Omnipresent
Omnipotent 
Omniscient
Sovereign
Eternal
Immutable
Perfect
Holy
Wise
Wrathful
Jealous
Full of Grace, Mercy and Love
Truth 
Justice

12.  Take some time to list out attributes of God (communicable and
incommunicable) and how this can increase your love for Jesus.
Here are a few attributes you might discuss. He's:  

Seal upon your heart
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13.  How does the third party in this song help or hinder the bride’s relationship
with Solomon?  
At times the daughters of Jerusalem beautify her and prepare her for Solomon,
speak words of encouragement (eat, drink, love).  At other times they question
Solomon’s worth, what makes your lover so great? Or they become jealous of
the time she spends with Solomon and seek to have her to themselves.  The
same is true with the watchmen.  At times they seem to help her find Solomon
or point her in the right direction and at other times they beat her and
discourage her pursuit of Solomon.  

14.  Can you share some examples when people have increased or decreased
your love for God?
Various.  This is a follow up to the previous question.  Like the people in the
song either encouraged or discouraged the Shulammite’s love for Solomon, so
too our friends can encourage or discourage our love for Jesus.

15.  How do you find a right balance of being in the world and not of the world
(having Christian and non-Christian friends)?
We must continually take note of what our friendships are doing to our greatest
friendship (Jesus).  If we are being tempted to do worldly things then we must
begin to distance ourselves.  If our relationships steal time away from Bible
study, small groups, prayer, church meetings, etc., then we must put limits on
those relationships.

Seal upon your heart
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There are times when she longs for Solomon but can’t find him.  She
doesn’t know where he is or how to find him.  
There are other times when Solomon comes to her but she is too
busy/tired (excuses) to get up and respond to him.  
One thing we should notice is how persistent she is in seeking Solomon. 
 Late at night she seeks.  When friends discourage her she seeks.  When
the seeking becomes dangerous and she receives a beating she still
seeks.  

16.  Give some examples of the love tension in this song and how the bride
seeks to resolve it.

17.  Have you ever felt as if God were distant?  If so, what did you do?
Various.  This is a follow-up to the previous question.  We too feel distant from
God at time.  We too must learn how to be persistent even when it causes us
pain to seek Him.

Seal upon your heart
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She is ready for bed.  Getting up would break her bedtime routine.  She
would have to bathe again.  Basically she is saying, it’s too much trouble…
太⿇烦.
We give various excuses including, too busy, too tired, not right now (later
– never comes), it really isn’t that important, I can manage to keep my
relationship with God and NOT xyz, fear, etc.

Busyness (including work, hobbies, entertainment, etc.), bad habits and
routines, compromise (small concessions often lead to big ones – slippery
slope like Samson, Adam and Eve, etc.), thoughts and desires that go
unchecked! etc. 
Prayer, repentance, put off the old things and put on the new,
accountability, regular spiritual health-checks, etc.

18.  Read Song of Solomon 5:2-3 and Revelation 3:20.  What excuses does
the Shulammite give for not answering Solomon?  What excuses do we give
for not answering God’s knock?  If possible give examples in your own life or
the life of others.

19.  Read Song of Solomon 2:15.  What are some little foxes that can spoil our
love with Jesus and how do we “catch” them?  

20.  End your time together by reading Song of Solomon 8:14 and Revelation
22:17, 20-21 and allow the passage to inform your ending prayer.

Seal upon your heart



End your time together by reflecting on the goodness of God and praying for
one another.  

23

Prayer & Praise

Prayer Requests

Praise Reports

Seal upon your heart


