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on the book of Isaiah 9:1-7
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Christ has come
 
 
 

Isaiah 9:1-7
 
 

1 But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he  brought
into contempt the land of  Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has
made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.       
 2 The people  who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land
of  deep darkness, on them has light shone. 3 You have multiplied the nation; you have
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad  when
they divide the spoil. 4 For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod
of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5 For every boot of the
tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel
for the fire. 6 For to us a child is born, to us  v a son is given; and the government shall be 
 upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful  Counselor, Mighty God
Everlasting  Father, Prince of  Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to
uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The
zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

~~~
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Christ has come
 
 
 

Christmas is almost upon us. For some that brings excitement. Opening presents. Drinking
hot cocoa. Mariah Carey Christmas songs. Home Alone and Elf movie marathons. But for
others it brings dread and gloom. A meal eaten alone. An empty chair where a loved one
used to sit. Another year without family. 

The truth is, Christmas is a story of light AND darkness. Hope AND despair. Isaiah 9 opens,

The people who walked in darkness
    have seen a great light;

This Christmas season I can’t promise you that you won’t feel the darkness. But I can
promise you that LIGHT has come, and that Light IS pushing back the darkness…one heart
at a time. Join us this Sunday as we look to the Light of the World born on this day that He
might give us hope in the darkest of times.

Worshipping the Light with you,

Pastor TJ

~~~



Discussion Questions
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1. Read Isaiah 9:2. What is the darkness that Israel experienced (see Isaiah
8:5-8, 10:5-11)?

2.  What darkness did Israel experience at the time Jesus was born?

3.  What darkness do we experience today?

4.  Read Isaiah 8:22. What resources on the earth did Israel turn to in order to
lift them out of their darkness and why was it not successful (See Isaiah 8:9-
10, 19-20; 9:10)?

5.  What resources do people today typically turn to in order to lift them out of
their darkness?

6.  Read Isaiah 9:3-5. What vision of the future does Isaiah give? What other
passages in the Bible give a similar vision? Has this vision been fulfilled? If not,
why and when will it be fulfilled?

7.  Read Isaiah 9:6. Who is this child that Isaiah speaks of and what does it
mean that He is given “to us”?

8.  Of the four titles given to Jesus in Isaiah 9:6, which is most meaningful to
you and why?

9.  Read Matthew 4:15-17. How does Matthew understand the light of this child
and the darkness He came to defeat?

Great light



Discussion Questions
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10. Read Isaiah 8:14-15. How can Jesus be both a sanctuary and a rock of
stumbling (See Romans 9:30-33, 1 Peter 2:4-9)? How can you be certain He is
your sanctuary and not your rock of stumbling?

11. Read Isaiah 9:7. How has Jesus’ “government” (NT usage, “Kingdom”)
increased since His resurrection and in what ways are you called to be a part
of the increase of His Kingdom?

12.  In what ways is, “The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this,” meant to give
us hope and confidence?

Great light



End your time together by reflecting on the goodness of God and praying for
one another.  
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Prayer & Praise

Prayer Requests

Praise Reports

Great light


