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Series Overview

As we begin a fifteen-week series through the book of 1 Kings, | hope you take time to
read through the entire book to get a basic understanding of what's taking place within it.
As you do, below are a few details to help you.

In 586 BC, the Babylonian army breached the outer walls of Jerusalem, pillaged the city,
destroyed the Temple, murdered its citizens, and carried the survivors away to Babylon,
where they would spend the next seventy years. The book of Kings was written during
that exile, likely sometime in the mid-6th century BC. Many think Jeremiah—or a
prophetic circle influenced by him—under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, collected the
roughly 400-year history of the kings from David to Zedekiah as a means of explaining
why the exile happened.

The events contained in 1 King take place nearly 500 years after the exodus from Egypt.
Israel has conquered and settled in the land of promise; judges have repeatedly led a
wayward nation back to God; and prophets and priests have mediated God to the
people through the tabernacle, holy days, Sabbaths, and the Word of God. It was a
God-given system meant to keep the people faithful to their covenant Lord. And yet,
near the end of the Prophet Samuel's life, the people grow tired of this system and, in
their desire to be like the other nations, they ask for a king. God warns Israel that a king
would do more harm than good (1 Samuel 8), yet they reject God's counsel and demand
their king anyway.

The first king was Saul—a tall, handsome man whom the people quickly embraced.
After Saul foolishly offered a sacrifice in place of Samuel, disobeyed God's command to
utterly destroy the Amalekites, and consulted a medium at Endor, God rejected him as
king. In his place, God chose a lowly shepherd boy named David, the youngest son of
Jesse—a man after God's own heart. David ruled over Israel for 40 years—7% years
over Judah in Hebron, and 33 years over all Israel from Jerusalem. During that time, he
unified the nation, subdued their enemies, brought the Ark of the Covenant to
Jerusalem, and longed to build a house for the Lord.

1 Kings begins at the end of David's life, right as he passes the kingdom to his son,
Solomon. And follows the succession of kings (northern and southern) up until the
destruction of Jerusalem. What we will find in this book is the split and ultimate downfall
of a nation. The kings were meant to rule according to God's laws, but they too often
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failed to rule in righteousness. The hearts of the people turned away from God. As they
forsook covenant, God brought upon them the covenant curses warned of In
Deuteronomy.

While the book is arranged around the kings, in many ways it is a story about the
prophets as well. In fact, in the Jewish Bible, it is listed among the Former Prophets.
Kings is prophetic in that it centers attention on the words and works of God's prophets
as they interact with the kings. For example, Nathan is faithful to remind David of
Solomon's rightful role as future king. Ahijah informs Jeroboam that he is chosen to lead
ten tribes. Micaiah prophesies Ahab's death. Isaiah is prophet during Hezekiah's reign.
Huldah consults Josiah. There is the school of the prophets. And large swaths of the
book cover Elijah and Elisha's interactions with various kings. Throughout Kings, we will
find true and false prophets. How a king responds to a true prophet's words determines
the rise or fall of his rule.

2 Kings ends in exile—the Temple destroyed, the kingship seemingly snuffed out. This
IS meant to be read in light of the everlasting covenant God made with David, promising
that his throne would endure forever. As Kings comes to a close, the readers are left
wondering how God will keep His promise when, by earthly standards, it seems as if
David's line is dead. In many ways, it is a book anticipating a resurrection of sorts. The
promise will ultimately be fulfilled in Jesus Christ, the Son of David—crucified, dead,
buried, and risen from the dead. As we read this book, it is meant to create a longing in
our hearts for another King...the true Son of David, of whose Kingdom there will be no
end.
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Sermon Outline

Title: The Promise That Cannot Fail

Text: 1 Kings 1

Proposition: God keeps His promises, even when it seems impossible! So trust
His promises and faithfully walk in them.

1. The Promise (1 Kings 1:13, 17, 30).
2. The Problem (1 Kings 1:1-4; 6-10).
3. The People (1 Kings 1:7, 9).

4. The Promise Fulfilled (1 Kings 1:44-48).

Sermon Notes

Sermon Applications
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Discussion Questions

1. Davidic Covenant & Jesus: As a group, trace the storyline of Jesus being the
ultimate fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant and share what it means to you personally
that “Jesus is King”.

2. Old Age & Human Hope: As David, in his old age, experienced the limitations of
the human body, in what ways have you experienced aging (yourself or others), and
how does the gospel help you with these experiences?

3. Parenting: Why do you think David never disciplined Adonijah? What are some
unhealthy parenting practices you have observed today? How are you being
intentional in training up the next generation?

4. Succession Planning: David had no plan for who would lead after him, and it
nearly cost the kingdom. How can you intentionally prepare others to carry on your
work—in your family, ministry, or workplace—when you are gone?

5. Outward Appearances: Adonijah was handsome and the obvious choice, but God
chose Solomon. Where are you tempted to judge by outward appearance—in
choosing leaders, friends, or even a spouse—rather than seeking God's heart?

6. Pride vs. Submission: Adonijah exalted himself and said, "I will be king." In what
area of your life are you tempted to promote yourself rather than humbly accept God's
will—even when His plan is not what you expected?

7. Wise Counsel: Adonijah surrounded himself with people who told him what he
wanted to hear. In what ways do we surround ourselves with one-sided council today?
Who speaks honest, biblical truth into your life—even when it is difficult to hear?

8. Faith That Motivates Action: God chose to work through Nathan and Bathsheba
in order to fulfill His promise regarding Solomon. What are some areas of your life
where God is calling you to actively participate in fulfilling His promises?
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9. God's Mercy: Solomon showed mercy to Adonijah when he fled to the altar. How

has God shown you mercy when you were on the wrong side of His will, and how
should that past mercy shape your present life?

10. Trusting When It Seems Impossible: In what ways did it seem like God’s
promises wouldn’t come to pass in 1 Kings 1? Share a time in your life when you
doubted God'’s promises and what helped you remain faithful in your doubt.



11

Blessed fe The JORD

Prayer & Praise

End your time together by reflecting on the goodness of God and
praying for one another.

Prayer Requests

Praise Reports
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